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IS MRS, SHELDON A FRAUD?

———

The Story Told by Mrs Oliver, Who Ac-
companied the Explorer to Africa.

e ——

Another Version of the Expedition, in Which
Mrs. Sheldon Is Severely Criticised and
Her Book Denounced as a Fraud.

————

B8an Francisco Examiner.

About three years ago the news was
spread throughout America and Europe
that Mrs. French-Sheldon, a literary wom-
an of Boston, intended to go on an explor-
ing expedition alone into the heart of
Africa, and the announcement at the time
caused a decided sensation in all parts of
the civilized world, Some of the pepers
lauded the woman's determination to the
skies, while others warned heragainst tak-
ing such a foolbardy and dangerons trip.
Mrs. Sheldon went, nevertheless, and made
® six months’ journey into the interior of
Afriea. On her return she published a
book, which appeared six months ago, en-
titled, “From Sultan to Saltan.”

In this book she describea mm glowing

language the daring trip of one woman
through wild tribes of strange people, the
extensive explorations that she made and
the grand tour of triumph and safe return

sbrough the barbarous countries of Africa.
In it were described scenes with tribes who

had never seen a white woman before, and

looked upen beras a god. The visitto the
Masail, a warlike tribe occupying extensive
serritory far in the interior, was told from
personal experience with thewm, and many
other strange things of life in the dark
forest, which made the book one of the
most interesting seccounts of travel yes
pablished, and gave her a worldwide repu-
tation,

Now comes Mrs. Hugh Oliver and says
she accompanied Mrs. Sheidon 1n the fa-
mous trip, and that most of the wonderful
explorations described were never made,
sod that toe book consists for the most
part of fairy tales. She alsosaye that most
of the trials and bardships of the trip were
eundured Ly herself and were entirely due to
the cruelties and petty spite inflicted upon
ber by Mfs. Sheldon. The motes she made
during tue long and arduous journey are
still intact and were made from day to
day, so that there can be no doubs about
their correctness. in these she has acom-
plete description of the famous trip, which
entirely ditters from Mrs. Sheldon’s in
mwany important particnlars, and also gives
a view of the private life and character of
the suthoress which isanything but charm-

in

:in. Oliver arrived here from England
three weeks ago, and is now living in So-
noma county, where she was seen by an Ex.
sminer represontative, and gave her version
of the journey. She1s a pretty little English
woman of mediuns size, and hardly looks
stroug enough to have endured the terrible
sxperience she wentthrough with Mrs. Shel-
don. As she sat beneath the vine-ciad
verandas of Captain Boye's cottage at Vera-
po last Weduesduy, one could hardly be-
lieve she had traveled & thousand miles
through the African jungiles, for, although
pot frail, she appears anything but a strong
woman, and one that counld undergo severe
bardships. At first she did not feel inclined
to tell the story, but, belng ilmportuned,
tinally consented.

HOW IT CAME ABOUT,

“1f you must hear it I must go back a
year or more and tell how 1 came to go
with Mrs. Sheldon, and also a part of my
life. My first husband’s name was Captain
Rigg. » man well known 1n shipping eir-
cles in San Francisco, whence he sailed for
Laverpool for many years. }Four years ago

I was with bim at Coion, when he suddenly
took sick with fever and died within twen-
ty-four hours. He was not a saving man,
sod bisdeath left my little boy and myself
in siraitened circumstances. We went to
New York and [ jeft the boy there with
some friends and started to Eugland to
visit my relatives,

“On the trip over I first met Mrs. Shel-
don., She was sutlering from a wound in
the thigh, esused by & brooeh pin, and 1
otiered to mnurse her. The offer was ac-
cepted, and | took careof ber until we
reached England. Her husband was await-
ing her arrival there, and 1 was invited to
accompany them hoine. VPreparations were
at once begun for the African trip, and, as
Mr. Sheldon did not wish her to go alone,
bhe asked me if 1 would accompany her. Not
knowing wbhat else to do, and, as 1 had
traveled s great deal with my husband,
and did not fear danger, | accepted. An
agreement was wade for six months, for
which I was o be paia £100,

“We left England in March and went
overland to Naples, where we took the
steamer for “uez and Zanzibar, At Zanzi-
bar Mrs. Sheldon, bhaving letters to the
Bultan, securea an audience and informed
bim of her desires. He was very f(riendly
snd ordered a caravan to be got ready.
When arrangemcnts were completed we
left Zanzibar 1na dhow for Mombasa, up
the coast, and from there started on our
long journey.

*“l bad & pretty good idea of Mrs. Shel-
dou’s charncter, as far as truth was con-
cerned, by this time, asshe had told the
most wenderful tales on board the ship
about ber splendid jowels, magnificent
bousehold and equipages in Kugland, which
| knew she did not possess, as | stopped at
the house while 1n London and i n 'w it to
be only arented one, but what | exper-
snoed on the trip showed me that I did not
balf know her, | have never told these
things before, except to my husband, and
probably never would bad not yoa asked
ne.

“We bhad two hundred men in our cara-
van and one interpreter and guide., We
lets Mombasa on the 5th day of April,
1841, sud soon got 1nto the heart of tho for-
es?; then the hardships began. Mrs. Shel-
don sund I led the procession, but after the
tirst day she said she bhad takon a violent
dislike to me, and told me to go to the rear
end. | was so surprised 1 did not know
what to make of it at first, but found be-
fore the journey was over that it was only
8 begiuning of what | was to sufler before
wegot back. She rode 1n a palanguin in
front and | was carricd 1na hammock, buat
aiter the tirst month’s travel she took the
basmmock sway from me and [ had to walk.

“1The path was & YeIy LATTOW oOue cut

through dense forests, with hardly enouvgh |

room for two people to pass. Un each side

was » thick wall of shorne and vines, |

which, If one chanced to graze against
them, rent the clothing and tore the flesh.
It was very dark, too, and the only thing
to break the moenotony was the myriad of
beautilul orehids which grew by millions
O eovery side and formed a maguiligent
Canopy over our heads,

A MONOTONOUS JOURNEY.

“Wealways started at 4 o'clock in the
morning, snd marohed all day, only stop-
piug for the midday weal, and sowetimes
we bhad to mareh all night in oraer to reach
& watering place. These night journeys
were terribly hard after traveling through
the heat of the day, ana 1 frequently had

to get the men to oarry me on their shoul- |

ders, whiceh, wo matter bow tired they
Sere, was always done willingly,

“The food at first was nanseating, bat |
sool got nsed toit. We slways had a bowl
of soup the first part of the way, and be-
fore oue could get it to his lips it was cov.

ered with a thousand 1nsects and tlies, |
which all went down with the soup. In |

face, everything | ate waa well seasined
with ants, cockroaches and other small
game. The inseots were something avwful,
and there was no getting rid of them ex-

cept tornb a littise Liniment on the face |

and banda, whieh partially protected
‘ll.m.
as it waa made expressly for this kind of
travel 1t consisted of & pair of trougsers
to the kuees, and & blouse and kilt, whieh
goeach just below, The lower limls were
protecied by & pairof leggings snd a beavy
gair of lucrd walking shoos,

*“Our journey was monotonous in the ox-

treme, »o faAr as scenery goes, it being the '

same thing over and over agaln every day.
At pight, thoungh, we asould bear the lions

yoaring saway out in the forest, aud some- |

times they approachsad very near, but we
pever saw ono, althouch 1 uvelisve Mra
Bbeldon sent the skin of one to England,
whiek she claimed to have shot. bat whieh

she really bought at one of the coast towns |

oL Oonr return,

“The ouniy dangerons animals we saw
were bippopotami, hyenas and rhinocern,
which were common aloug the route.

“Mra. Sheldon anted so queerly at times
Shai l bogau o think sho was crazy or had

They could not enter my costnme, |

something the matter with her. She wounld
send for me and when [ appeared before
her drive me away, aod at other simes be
very sweet and pleasant. Then she forbid
my taking any trinkets or presents from
the chiefs of the villages we passed through,
and would not allow me tosee them untii
they demanded that I be brought forward.
She seemed to want them to think she was
the only one in the party. 1he interpreter
was alwavs told to anmounce her as a
greater woman than Queen Victoria, and
that she had more jewels and wealth than
any body 1n the world.

“Ibe magnilicont aress and the jeweled
sword, which she spoaks of in her book as
used to awe the different chiefs, never ex-
isted. =he did change Ler dress before en-
tering & village, but the one she put on
wasn't worth £2, It was made of a lighs
material, decked out with fancy riblLons
and sham trinkets. She never made much
of an impression on the chiefs, and the men
in our caravan bated her, a'nd woald have
all ran away the first two weeks 1f they
had not feared the wrath of the Saltan.
She used to Lave them whipped on the
slightest provocation, snd always made
thew salute her when she passed,

MR3, SHELDON'S TYRANNY.
“One day after a long journey we reached
& watering place and the tired bearera
threw down their burdens, and, as 1s the

custom, fell beside them on the grass to rest.
] also laid down with them. While we were
Iying there Mrs, Sheldon came by and or-

dered all to get up and saluate her, myself
incladed. I thought she was joking, bus
she drew her pistol and threatened to kill
me if 1 did not comply with her command,
1his is ouly & sample.

“At all the villages we were well re.
ceived, a8 & rule, having plenty of presents
to give the chiefs. Atone piace we came
to a chief named Mariala, who said he
wished to buy me, and offered a large nam-
ber of cows and goats in exchange. He
already bhad fourteen wives, and sent them
to call upon me while negotiations were
pending. 1 had my jeggings off at the time,
exposing & pair of bLlack stockings, and
they thought I was part black and pars
white. 1 nad to pull down m{' stockings
and show them my white skin before thay
would believe difierent. Meaowhile . "ri-
ala’s oller for me was refused, and he saw
us depart with many regrets, much to my
satisfaction.

“When the journey was half over [ was
strioken with fever. and tbhen my real
sroubles beyan. It lasted several weeks,
and Mra. Sheldon never eame near mes dar-
ing that time. Asshe had taken my ham-
mock I had to be carried astride a man’s
shoulders., 1 begged her to let me have the
hammook, but she refused, and to make
matiers worse, took my little tent away to
present to o ohiet who admired 18, and
made me sleep under one made of cotton.
Of course, the rain and sun came through
this, and often I slept on the wet grass
outslde, preferring that to the heated place
within, She even took away a bottle of
brandy I bad brought along in case of siok-
ness and gave 1t to one of the village chiels,
How I recovered, God only knows; 1t seoms
now like a miracle.

“While | was sick we stopped sometimes
at a village several days, and the women
and men woanld he flat on theirstomachs
all day long in front of my teat door and
look at me. It was only done out of cari-
osity, bet it used to make me ternibly
pervous, They would reach in at times
and touch my skin in wonderment, and
then chatter among themselves, and be-
tween them and the fever 1 thought I
shonld die.

“We bhad one man with ounr caravan
pamed Livingston, He had been with the
great explorer and taken his name, and
always spoke of him in endearing tones,
This black was very kind to me, and did
me wany favors through my sickoness. He
always said | was a god, or else [ wouldn's
be white. The little favors always had to
be done sarreptitiously, for if Mrs. Shel-
don eanghbt him be would be whipped. It
scoemed as if she wanted me to die, and [
believe she would not Lkave been sorry if |
bad. 1 eould not see any motive then, bat
1l donow. It was the book she had in con-
templation, and she was afraid I woald tell
the true story.

“The last people we visited were the
Mosn, about five hundred miles from the
coast, Their ebief, Mandari, also wished
to add me to his harem, lhike Mariala, and
offered a large quantity of ivory in pay-
meuns, e beeame very angry when re-
fused, snd trouble was expected. One
night oar bead man said Mandari intended
to kKidnape me, so Mrs, Sheldon ordered two

men to guard me. The interpreter said
this was not eaough, but she refused to
sllow any more. Duaring the night, how-
ever, the head man stationed twenty
armed men around my tent unknown to
her, and the attempt was nipped in the
bud, We were afraid to stay there any
}ionnr on acovuns of this, and lefts the next
ay.
HOW SHE “EXPLORED.”

“Mra. Sheldon in her book tells of a visit
to Maeai iand and her experience with the
women there. This 1s an absolute lie. Bhe
pever went near Masai land. It was our
intention to go there, but word was sent us
that fighting was going oo, and it woald
be very dangerous. Our head man went to
the Masai and asked if we could pay them
& visit, and brought word back that we
would be killed if we did. The farthest

point we reached was the fo ot of Mount
Kilimanpjaro, whieh is on this side of the
Masai country, and between them and the
Moshi, ]

“Ihe journey back was one of terrible
hardship. We never had enough provis-
ions at any time, and fordays | had nothing
At the villages
we could get Indian corn and yams, but
the latter would soon spoil. It waa very
hard on me. Mrs, dheldon would not iet
moe come near her sowmetimes for weeks,
and I bad no one to talk to except the
blacks, and that was mostly by signs.

“Fioally Mra, Sheldon ook the fever and
was sick for muany weeks. She wanted me
then and 1 bad to nurse her through the
sicknessat all times of night dud day. At
the end of itshe was terribly emaciated and
made me take her photograph naked so that
sbe could show ber friends what terrible

rivations she bhad govne through. 1 made

ots ot other photographs while on the jour-
ney. but she took them all awsy from me,
so that | have nothing toshow except a fow
trinkets and other ouriosities that | picked
up and brought away without her knowl-
edge.

*‘Abount the most amasing thing in her
book 1s her explorations on Lake Chals,
about which she lectured on her returan to
England and before the Geographical So-
eciety of Cardiz. 1 will give you a descrip-
tion of the explorations, Wearrived at the
lake in the atternoon and went into camp.
After eating a canoe was procured, and Mrs,
Sheldon and two blacks went out, They
paddled around for haif an hour, in plain
sight of the camp. and then returned to the
shore. If she saw any bhippopotami she is
the only one that did. We immediately
lefs when she goton shore, and that was all
the exploring she ever did. Where she got
her notes from to give the leocture | don't
know, bat 1t wasn’s from personal observa-
sions, }

“Oar trip down to the coast was weari-
some, but we tinally arrived at Pangani all
safe, and took a dhow from Zanzibar, and
dismisad the earavan. On the trip baock to
England Mrs. Sheldon would not speak to
me, slthough after I arrived there 1 re-
mained at ber house nearly & week. She
told some awful lies abont our journey to
the people on the steamer when cnminT
bhome, bat always took good care that
should not be present. She had already an-
nounced her coming by telegraph, and sent
articles to the papers, prepared herself for
a royal reception, snd told meon the srain
that the (Yuecen would probably send some
one to meet hor. When we arrived no one
except her busbaod was shere, and she tlew
into a terrifio rage.

“We got back within three weeks of six
months, and as a fitting ending to the way
she had treated me three weeks' pay was
dedunoted from my £100, although she had
agreed to give me the fall amount. I do
not know why she treated me in the way
she did, except that she wished the public
to believe that she had made the trip
alone, Onpe thing | do know, however, and
that isthat bher book is a pack of lies, I
have not seen it yet—only extracts which
I bave mentioned here—but if her book is
like her explorations of lLake Chala you
oan take your cue from that.”

Mrs. Rigg, after bher return to England,
married Captain Hogh Ohiver, whom she
met on the way to Africa and became en-
gaged to. “edid not wish her to go on
the journey, but she would not break the
agreement and bade him await her retarn,
They were married in England and have
one little girl mix months old. This with
her boy, makes up the family, and they in-
tend to buy aranch at Verano and make
California their home, -

Mrs, Oliver tells her story in a straight-
forward manner and has bher notes to bear

to eat excopl sugar cane.

out every statement.

WE HAVE HAD

AN IMMENSE RUN

On the choice $18 and $20 Suits which we placed at the
wonderfully attraetive price of

14.68.

Great as the demand has been the lines are practically unbroken and

the sale will continue.

Those who want them, however, had better hur-

ry, as they are going rapidly.

Young Men’s Suits.

Stricetly all-wool $12 Saits. .
suits in the lot, handsome goods, fashionable

styles, at our special price,

R

7.68.

Inducements in Underwear.

At 25¢ a garment. A good hot-weather line.
Better grades at 50e¢, 7To¢ and $1 a garment—
Shirts and Drawers.

See our window display of Single and
Double-breasted fancy Wash Vests at $1.25,

$1.50, $2, $2.50 and upwards.

No cheaper

Origmal Kagle

D and 7 West Wash. St.

Hat Deparnment 16 S. Meridian St.

PEARSON'S MUSIC - HOUSE

PIANOS

Easv Monthly Payments

82 and 84 N. Penn. St., Indianapolis

THE SUNDAY JOURNAL

Will be sent by mail to any address for
PER ANNUM. 82

K

Second-Hand and Shop-Worn

BICYCLES

To be sold at Barcam Prices. We are
j anxious to dispose of them. Some we have
taken in trade, others that have becomeshop-
worn. A number of good machines of last
year’s patterns will be sold less than cost.

H. T. HEARSEY & CO.,

116 and 118 North Pennsylvania Street.
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are sole agent for the best selling articles in our line. ]
We buy in quantities and quantity makes the price.
month of May. We need not tell you we do just as we advertise, as we have already proved that to you.

variety 18 never broken.

WORLD'S

101, 103, 105, 107, 109, 111, 1183 WEST WASHINGTON STREET.

LARGEST STORL

Largest and Finest line of Furniture, Carpets, Stoves, Baby Carriages, Refrigerators, Trunks, Queensware, and everything in our line.
We can sell hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth and then have a vast stock left.
We will have the greatest sale the city has ever heard of during the
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300 samples on the floor;
all eut 40 per cent. during
May sale. Don’t fail to ask
to see our $30 suite. We
bought 200 of this one
suite at a very low price.
It is the best value we have
offered yet.
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200 samples on the floor,
in every quality and style
¢ made. Youcan get just the
& Rocker you want.
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50 samples on the floor,
from %30 to $£125. Sole
& acent for the Hedell Bed,
% ecasiest and best working
& bed in the market.

e e
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400 samples on the floor. We bounght
out a large Parlor Suit factory at 50
cepts on the dollar, and will give our

curtomers the benefit of the same during
the May sale.

8135 6-plece suit.
$18 (-piece suit,

These suits were formerly sold at £30
and £33,

You will probably never have another
chance to buy Parlor Furniture at these
prices again. See our $20, §35, $50, 875
and $100 suits. Worth double the
money.

250 samples on the flecor, in all the cov-

erings, The largest assortment of
conches in the city, See our 825 Bed
Lounge.

EXTENSION TABLES.

35 samples, from £3 to 850. See our
26 fine Extension Table we can scarcely

keep in stock,

SIDEBOARDS.

65 samples on the floor, from £12 to

Among other numerous offers we have

partment. See our

Good all-wool Carpet....caueoe...
Bestall-wool Carpet

Tapestry Brussels

GGood Tapestry Brussels. .63 and
Best Tapestry Brussels,.......... .%3
(Good Body Brussels 535
Best Body BrusselS..ceeeeeeee... $1.25
Good Velvet Brussels,ceveveveee.. <73
Besat Velvet Brussels.......

RUGS.

A few more of thos beantiful Mo-

quette Rugs for 50e, worth £1.50. Large
sizes, $1, worth £2.50,

MATTING.

5,000 piecea, Ovwver 800 samples,
A good Matting for S¢ and 15c¢.
Jointless Matting, 16e.
Inlaid Matting, 25¢.
Cotton Warp Matting, 30¢.
And all qualities up to 50¢.

PORTIERES.

fee our beautiful Chenille Curtains,
heavy fringe top and bottom, for $3.50.

Also 85, 88, and up to £25,

LACE CURTAINS.

Lace Curtains at 735¢, worth £1,
Lace Carta'na at $1.50, worth £2.50,
Lace Curtains at $3, worth 5.

Don’t fail to get our prices on fine
Curtains,. We carry a full line of the
very latest degigns in Silk Currains and
Rilk Droneries, Shades, Liimo snm

a special attraction in our Carpet De- |

.50 |

T3

See our $6 Cook Stove, #£15
Range. We have 150 samples on
the floor to seleet from, in all
styles and sizes. Our %6 Stove
will cost you $9 elsewhere,
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200 samples in Oak, Willow and

Bamboo. Every size and style
made, in all the shades of Blue,
Green, Yellow, DBrown, Purple,
Red, Ashes of Roses and DBlack,
' from $2.50 to $75. Will make a
 special eut on these during the
month of May.

QUEENSWARE.

165 Sets of Dishes to select from
at 85 to $50. Don’t fail to see our
$12 set of Dishes, equal to any
$18 set.

* TOILET SETS,

125 samples to select from, at
$4 up to $15. See our $5 set,
equal to any $8 set.

WALL PAPER.
{ Cent, 1 Cent, 1 Cent per Roll

See our Se, 10e, 15¢, 25¢ Paper.
We will guarantee to save you 20
per cent. on Papers. Will make

the biggest cut in Wall Paper dur-
ing the month of May that was

ever 10ade in this line. Just re- @
ceived 10,000 rolis of this 1-cent 3
paper. No making up on the bor- 3

75 samples on the floor. We
can save you 30 per cent. on Gas
and Gasoline Stoves. We bought
500 in our first o:.der. Such a va-
riety of Gas and Gasoline Stoves
was never before in the city. Two-
vburner Gasoline Stove for $3.30.
Sole agent for the Dangler Gas
and Gasoline Stoves. Best in-the
market. :

REFRIGERATORS.

245 samples on the floor, from
$4 to $35. See our $¥) and $15
Ice-Box. Sole agent for the Polar
Refrigerator. We can save you
J0 per cent. on this line.

TRUNKS

300 samples on the floor, from
&2 50 to $35. We ean save you 25
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| per cent. on a Trunk.
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